Conqress of the United States

TWashington, BE 20510

January 26, 2022

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

We write today in support of the Kansas Division of Emergency Management’s request that you declare a
major disaster for the State of Kansas following the severe storms that swept across our state on
December 15, 2021. This storm caused wind gusts up to 100 miles per hour, severely damaged our state’s
infrastructure, and impacted our constituents’ livelihood. Federal support is necessary to help our
communities respond to this disaster.

The severe weather that impacted Kansans last month was recognized by the National Weather Service as
an extremely rare event. Aside from devastating winds that swept across Kansas, we experienced heavy
rain, thunderstorms, tornadoes, lightning and hail that caused widespread power outages for 53 counties.
Thousands of miles of electric distribution and transmission systems were damaged as well as 132.51
miles of power conductors. Many Kansans were without power for four days. The estimated cost of
damages from this severe weather totals well over $15 million. The damage caused by this severe
weather will have long-lasting effects on the people of Kansas and its economy.

The storms also exacted a human toll. Flying debris, low visibility, and thunderstorms inflicted multiple
injuries, caused vehicle rollovers, and took the lives of three Kansans. Many Kansans received “boil
water advisories” due to damaged water pumps. State and local capabilities remain overwhelmed from the
damage caused by these severe weather events. This has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

We again express whole-hearted support for the Kansas Division of Emergency Management’s request.
Federal support must be quickly made available to equip our state and local governments with the

resources necessary to respond to the devastation caused from these severe storms.

Sincerely,

Teery Mocan L2 ML

Jerry Moran Roger Marshall, M.D.
United States Senator United States Senator



Ty Thane AR S

J
Tracey Mann Jake LaTurner
United States Representative United States Representative

Sharice L. Davids Ron Estes
United States Representative United States Representative

CC:  Ms. Andrea Spillars
Regional Administrator, FEMA Region VII
1124 Holmes Road
Kansas City, MO 64114




